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Perceptions and Educational Utility
of Arts and Culture Education in Special Education
: Based on Dewey’s and Eisner’s Theories of Arts Education
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(Abstract)

Purpose: This study phenomenologically examines how experiences of cultural arts education are constituted in
special education and proposes an alternative model to identify invisible changes as educational -effectiveness.
Method: The study adopted a theoretical framework that complemented and extended Dewey’s and Eisner's
theories of art education. In-depth interviews were conducted with 12 special education teachers and instructors,
and core meanings were derived through phenomenological analysis. Results: 48 meaning units were integrated
into 4 central meanings and 19 subthemes. The findings showed that the effectiveness of cultural arts education
lies in tacit and cumulative changes in qualitative experience. An alternative cyclical model was presented to
identify tacit and explicit dimensions of change. Discussion/Conclusion: Based on this model, the study proposes
design principles for educational processes, discusses practical conditions for implementation in the field, and

suggests directions for future research.
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